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and breakfast at the Palace. Then he will hold his court. All
the officers of the Empire come at the Winter Festival to offer
their congratulations. All the Ministers and some of the higher
officials will remain for a banquet. You gentlemen simply
attend the court,"
The eunuch told Captain Ho to put twenty-four large bars
of silver into a box, and ordered two servants to go with
Pen IV and Tai An and take the money to Hsia at Secretary
Ts'ui's house.
Hsia was pleased. He signed the document and gave it to
Pen IV to take back to the eunuch. The eunuch, too, was
satisfied. He gave ten taels of silver to Pen IV and three
taels each to Tai An and Wang Ching.
"They are only boys/* Hsi-m6n Ch'ing said, "y°ur Excel-
lency should not have troubled to give them anything/'
"It is only something to buy food with," the eunuch said.
The three kotowed and thanked him.
Then the eunuch bowed to Hsi-men Ch'ing. "I am placing
all my confidence in your kindness/' he said.
"I am entirely at your Excellency's service/' Hsi-m£n
Ch'ing said.
"Now, Sir," the eunuch said, "please ask Hsia to have his
place made free as soon as possible so that I can make arrange-
ments for my nephew's family to take possession."
"I will certainly tell him," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said. "Perhaps,
when Captain Ho arrives at Ch'ing Ho, he will stay a few
days at the office while Hsia's family make their preparations
to leave for the Capital. Then we will have the place put in
order and you will send your nephew's family."
"No/' the eunuch said, "I think we will leave the question
of repairs until next year. I will send his family before then.
He will not be comfortable if he has to live so long alone at
the office."
It was now the first night-watch. Hsi-men Ch'ing said:
"Will not your Excellency retire and take some rest? I have
had wine enough."
The eunuch went to bed, but Captain Ho bade the musicians
play5 and went on drinking with Hsi-mSn Ch'ing. When it
was time to go to bed, Hsi-men Ch'ing went to the garden.
There was a small three-roomed apartment used as a study.

